
 
 

Item No.  20 
Town of Atherton 

 
 

 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – REGULAR AGENDA 
 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: MICHAEL KASHIWAGI 

COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR 
 
DATE: FEBRUARY 19, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF A DESIGN CONTRACT WITH BIGGS CARDOSA 

ASSOCIATES FOR THE MARSH ROAD RETAINING WALL 
REPAIR 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Authorize the City Manager to execute an agreement with Biggs Cardosa Associates, Inc. (BCA) 
for design of Option 2A, Cast-In-Place Concrete U Channel allowing for possible cover and 
including a traffic barrier, at a cost not to exceed $137,089 and authorize a 5% contingency for 
unanticipated additional work. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
BCA was selected in September 2012 to perform two phases of the project:  
 

• Phase I, Preliminary Design; and 
• Phase II, Final Design 

 
Phase I was completed in 2013 at a cost of $86,302.  At the December 18, 2013 meeting, the 
City Council chose Option 2A, a cast-in-place concrete U-channel, to repair the portion of 
Atherton Channel adjacent to Marsh Road. The City Council directed staff to negotiate a contract 
with BCA to proceed with design of Option 2A.  
 
Per City Council direction, the cast-in-place concrete U-channel will allow for the installation of 
a cover at some point in the future. The Council previously discussed different repair alternatives 
including, long-term monitoring and lesser repairs, soldier piles, soil nails, an enclosed pipe(s), 
and a box culvert. Some of these repair alternatives would allow for a future cover and some 
would not. In December, recognizing the priority of a future potential for a cover, the need to 
repair the failing portions of the channel, and the limited structural integrity of the mortared wall 
on the existing residential side (putting the Town back in the channel for repair at a future date), 
Council decided to move forward with Option 2A, the cast-in-place U-channel. 
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FINDINGS 
 
A proposal to prepare plans, specifications and an estimate of probable cost (PS&E) has been 
prepared by BCA.  It includes engineering and planning work to obtain approvals from various 
resource and permitting agencies, such as the Army Corps of Engineers and Regional Water 
Quality Control Board. Working through these permitting agencies and other associated 
environmental approvals constitutes just over 40% of the final design costs. The proposed fee, 
including design of a traffic-rated barrier to replace the existing masonry curb and chain link 
fence, is $137,089. Staff proposes a 5% contingency for unanticipated additional work, to be 
used only with written authorization by the City Manager. The 2013/14 Capital Improvement 
Program Budget allocated $160,000 for Phase II design.  
 
During the preliminary design process, the City Council focused their analysis on the Channel 
itself as well as the potential for a cover of some type to facilitate a path above the Channel.  At 
the time, the City Council did not select a design alternative for the necessary traffic barrier. 
BCA’s proposal includes an option for a preferred barrier type.  BCA’s proposal does not include 
the provision of Construction Support Services (review of submittals, shop drawings, requests 
for information, etc., as well as on-site verification of construction methodology) at this time. 
The scope of this required effort is based on the more detailed final design from which they will 
submit a proposal.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The project is included in the Five-Year Capital Improvement Program with a current FY 
2013/14 budget of $210,000 from the Special Parcel Tax. The remaining balance is 
approximately $180,000.   
 
Prepared By:      Approved: 
 
             
Michael Kashiwagi, P.E.    George Rodericks  
Community Services Director    City Manager 
    
ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment: Consultant Agreement with BCA 
 


























	ITEM 20 (1) Staff Report Marsh Road Retaining Wall-021914_GR
	CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – REGULAR AGENDA

	ITEM 20 (2) BCA Agreement scan

